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Introduction

Corruption is typically understood as the misuse of power
entrusted to individuals for personal advantage. This
malpractice not only deepens social inequalities and erodes
trust in governmental institutions but also undermines
effective governance and social equity. Furthermore,
corruption detrimentally impacts governmental goals aimed
at narrowing the wealth gap and enhancing environmental
sustainability.

The EU Rule of Law Report, released annually since 2020,
reveals the diverse nature and extent of corruption across
EU Member States, highlighting the varying success of anti-
corruption measures throughout the EU. Complemented by
the anti-corruption experience-sharing program initiated by
the Commission in 2015 and continued as thematic
workshops under the EU Anti-Corruption Network since
2024, these initiatives have spurred national bodies to
enhance the enforcement of anti-corruption legislation and
policies.!

The Commission's anti-corruption efforts are centred
around the following main pillars:

A mainstreaming anti-corruption provisions in EU
horizontal and sectorial legislation and policy.

A monitoring the efforts of EU Member States in
preventing and fighting corruption.

A supporting the implementation of anti-corruption
measures at national level through funding,
technical assistance, and experience-sharing.

A improving the quantitative evidence base for anti-
corruption policy.

A promoting the fight against corruption globally.

! https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/policies/internal-security/organised-crime-and-
human-trafficking/corruption _en

2 https://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyD
etail/instruments/SPECIAL/surveyKy/1450
3https://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyD
etail/instruments/SPECIAL/surveyKy/636
“https://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyD
etail/instruments/SPECIAL/surveyKy/814

° https://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyD
etail/instruments/SPECIAL/surveyKy/1010

This Eurobarometer survey is designed to explore the level
of corruption perceived and experienced by European
citizens. It was first conducted in 20052 and has been
repeated in 20073, 20094 2011° 2013% 20177 20198,
2022°, and 2023°,

This survey covers the following areas:

A General perceptions of corruption including
acceptability, its extent, and the perceived changes
in incidence in recent years.

A Detailed attitudes to corruption in public
institutions and business, and the effectiveness of
government, the judicial system, and institutions in
tackling corruption.

A Personal experience of bribery, and the incidence of
corruption in contact with institutions.

A Whether corruption was reported, awareness of
where to report corruption and the level of trust in
various authorities to deal with it. Reasons for not
reporting corruption are also considered.

The findings have been evaluated at the EU level,
encompassing all 27 Member States, and have been broken
down by country and socio-demographic group. The
methodology for the present survey is rooted in the 2013
Special Eurobarometer survey design. This year's results
have been benchmarked against those from 2023 and,
when pertinent, against data from prior surveys. Notably, in
2019, the United Kingdom was a member of the EU, so any
reference to the EU average from that year or earlier
includes data from the UK.

When comparisons are made with the 2023 results in the text, the
percentage point difference is shown in brackets. For example,
(45%, +3) denotes a 3 percentage point increase and (65%, -7), a
7 percentage point decrease. Where there has been no change
since 2023, this is expressed as (=).

® https://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyD
etail/instruments/SPECIAL/surveyKy/1076

7 https://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyD
etail/instruments/SPECIAL/surveyKy/2176
8https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/detail/2247

9 https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/detail/2658

19 https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/detail/2968
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Methodology

This survey was carried out by the Verian Group in the 27
EU Member States between the 7" of February and the 3™
of March. Some 26,411 respondents from different social
and demographic groups were interviewed in their native
language. This survey was commissioned by the European
Commission, Directorate-General for Migration and Home
Affairs (DG HOME).

Note: In this report, Member States are referred to by their
official abbreviation, as listed below:

Belgium BE Lithuania LT
Bulgaria BG Luxembourg LU
Czechia (4 Hungary HU
Denmark DK Malta MT
Germany DE Netherlands NL
Estonia EE Austria AT
Ireland IE Poland PL
Greece EL Portugal PT

Spain ES Romania RO
France EN Slovenia Sl
Croatia HR Slovakia SK

Italy IT Finland FlI
Republic of Ccy* Sweden SE
Cyprus*

Latvia LV

European Union - weighted average for the 27 EU27
Member States of the European Union

BE, FR, IT, LU, DE, AT, ES, PT, IE, NL, FI, EL, EE,

SI, CY, MT, SK, LV, LT, HR U ares
BG, CZ, DK, HU, PL, RO, SE gferge“ro

* Cyprus as a whole is one of the 27 European Union Member States.
However, the “acquis communautaire” has been suspended in the part of
the country which is not controlled by the government of the Republic of
Cyprus. For practical reasons, only the interviews carried out in the part of
the country controlled by the government of the Republic of Cyprus are
included in the “CY” category and in the EU27 average.

We wish to thank the people throughout the
European Union who have given their time to
take part in this survey.

Without their active participation, this study
would not have been possible.
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More than two thirds of Europeans still believe corruption
is widespread in their country

A Over two thirds (68%) believe corruption is prevalent in
their country.

A At least half of respondents agree that too-close links
between business and politics lead to corruption, that
favouritism and corruption hinder business competition,
that corruption is part of the business culture in their
country and that in their country, the only way to succeed
in business is to have political connections.

A More than six in ten (63%) believe that bribery and the
use of connections is often the easiest way to obtain
certain public services.

Over a quarter of Europeans feel they are personally
affected by corruption in their daily life.

A Just over one quarter of respondents (27%) say that
they are personally affected by corruption in their daily
life.

The majority of Europeans continue to think that
corruption is unacceptable.

A A majority of Europeans (61%) continue to view
corruption as unacceptable.

A Around a third of respondents think it is acceptable to do
a favour (33%) or give a gift (30%) in order to get
something from a public administration or a public
service, while just over one in five think it is acceptable
to give money (219%) for this reason.

Only a minority think the fight against corruption in their
country is effective.

A Over four in ten (41%) think the level of corruption in
their country has increased in the past three years, and
430% think it has stayed the same.

A Only a minority think measures against corruption are
applied impartially, there are enough successful
prosecutions to deter corruption, that government's

efforts to combat corruption are effective or that there
is sufficient transparency and supervision of the
financing of political parties in their country.

The police are the most trusted body to deal with
corruption across all Member States.

A Six in ten Europeans say they most trust the police to
deal with a case of corruption. The police rank well above
the justice system (23%), the only other institution or
body mentioned by at least one in five respondents.

More than half of the respondents do not know where to
report corruption if they experience or witness it.

A Five per cent of Europeans report they have personally
encountered or witnessed a case of corruption in the last
12 months.

A Of those that have had contact with various services,
fewer than one in ten (7%) express that someone asked
for or expected them to offer a gift, favour or additional
money in exchange for their services.

A One in ten respondents (10%) personally know someone
who accepts or has accepted bribes.

A More than half of the respondents (56%) state they do
not know where to report corruption if they experience
or observe it, similar levels to 2023 (549%).

A Among those who experienced or witnessed corruption,
18% reported it (+4).

The difficulty in proving corruption is the main reason for
not reporting it.

A In 23 EU Member States, difficulty in proving anything is
the most mentioned reason for not reporting corruption.

A Overall, more than four in ten respondents (43%) say
that the difficulty in proving corruption is an important
reason they do not report it. Close to three in ten (28%)
say reporting it would be pointless because those
responsible will not be punished, while as many (28%)
say there is no protection for those who report
corruption.




l. General perceptions of
corruption
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1 How widespread is

corruption?

Respondents are slightly less pessimistic about
the spread of corruption than they were in
2023, but a majority of over two thirds still
believe corruption is widespread in their
country.

More than two thirds of respondents (68%, -2 percentage
points since 2023) believe corruption is widespread in their
country.! More than one in four (27%, +1) consider
corruption rare.

In 23 EU Member States, the majority of respondents
believe that corruption is widespread in their country. At
least nine out of ten respondents share this view in seven
of the Member States: Greece (98%), Portugal (969%),
Slovenia and Malta (both 95%), Croatia (92%), Cyprus
(919%) and Spain (90%). In four countries, fewer than half
think corruption is widespread: Finland (18%), Denmark
(26%), Luxembourg (43%), and Sweden (49%).

11 Before answering whether corruption is widespread in their country, respondents
were given a detailed definition of corruption: “offering, giving, requesting, and
accepting bribes or kickbacks, valuable gifts, and important favours, as well as any

QD2. How widespread do you think the problem of corruption is in (OUR COUNTRY)?
(EU27) (%)

Don't know 5

Very rare 5-, /- Very widespread 23

Fairly rare 22—

\
‘“Fairly widespread 45

Very widespread a1

Fairly widespread ¥3

Fairly rare =

Very rare al

Don't know -l

A (Feb/Mar 2024 - Apr/May 2023)

FebMar 2024

abuse of power for private gain”. They were also requested to base their answers on
their own experience.
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2 Level of corruption in daily
life

Over a quarter say they are personally affected
by corruption in their daily life.

More than a quarter (27%, +3 percentage points compared
to 2023) say they are personally affected by corruption in
their daily lives. Conversely, the majority (66%, =) indicate
they disagree that they are personally affected by
corruption.

There is a wide variation between countries of those who
say they are personally affected by corruption. In six
countries, more than half of respondents say they are
affected: Greece (639%), Cyprus and Portugal (both 619%),
Croatia (60%), Malta (56%), and Romania (519%). Corruption
is felt on a personal level by fewer than a tenth in four
countries Denmark (49%), the Netherlands (5%), Finland
(6%) and Germany.

QD12 4. Please tell whether you agree or disagree with each of the following? :-You
are personally affected by corruption in your daily life (EU27) (%)

Don't know 7 r Totally agree 8
i i

_~Tend to agree 19

Totally disagree 45—/ N .
Tend to disagree 21

Totally agree a1
Tend to agree a2
Tend to disagree 1
Totally disagree ~7
Don't know -3

aw (FebyMar 2024 - ApriMay 2023)

FebMar 2024
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3 Level of corruption in daily
life

The vast majority of citizens continue to deem
it inappropriate to offer gifts, perform favours,
or give money to secure a public service.

Regarding doing a favour to receive a service from public
administration, one-third of the respondents (+7 percentage
points from 2023) find this practice acceptable. Conversely,
more than two-thirds (65%, -7) assert that such behaviour
is “never acceptable”.

Across the EU, Czechia (65%), Slovakia (61%) and Hungary
(50%), stand out as the only countries where at least half
of the respondents believe it is acceptable to do a favour in
exchange for a service from public administration or public
service. They are followed by Croatia (49%). In the other
Member States, only a minority consider this behaviour
acceptable, with Malta (17%), Spain (18%), and Denmark
(19%) showing the lowest acceptance levels for such action.

Around one in five (21%, +5) think it is acceptable to give
money with 4% (+2) saying this is “always acceptable” and
17% (+3) that it is “sometimes acceptable”. The majority
(77%, -6) think this behaviour is “never acceptable”.

In four countries, a third or more of respondents think it is
acceptable to give money if they want something from the
public administration or public service: the Netherlands
(449%), Czechia (419%), Sweden (34%) and Belgium (33%).
Portugal is the only country where fewer than one in ten
(8%) say this, with similarly low scores registered in Spain
(10%), Ireland (12%) and Italy (129%).

Three in ten respondents (+3) believe it is acceptable to give
a gift to receive something from public administration or
public service. However, the majority, 68% (-4), view this
behaviour as “never acceptable”.

In three countries, at least half of those surveyed think it is
acceptable to give a gift to secure a service from the public
administration or public service: Czechia (65%), Romania
(559%), and Croatia (50%). The lowest scores are found in
Denmark (139%), Spain (14%), and France and Malta (both
189%).

QD1. Talking more generally, if you wanted te get something from the public administration or a public
service, to what extent do you think it is acceptable to do any of the following? (EU27) (%)

To do a favour

rebmvar 2024 [ I

ApriMay 2023

To give a gift

Febmar 2024 [

AprMay 2023
To give money

FebMar 2024 [0
ApriMay 2023

® Always acceptable » Sometimes acceptable # Never acceptable # Don't know

Feb/Mar 2024
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Based on the answers to each of the three questions above
a “tolerance to corruption index” is calculated, categorising
respondents according to whether they primarily regard
corruption as 'acceptable’, 'tolerated, or 'unacceptable’.*?

Just over 6 in 10 (-3) of surveyed Europeans think
corruption is unacceptable. In 21 EU Member States, half or
more share this view, with the highest percentages found in
Spain (809%), Malta (77%), and Ireland and Portugal (both
74%). Conversely, fewer than four in ten respondents agree
with this position in Czechia (289%), Slovakia (38%) and
Romania (39%).

QD1T. Tolerance index to corruption - Unacceptable (%)

9 6
|Il'

12 The index is calculated based on the answers given to QD1.1, 2 and 3. Points are
attributed depending on the answers to those three questions: “never acceptable” (O
points), “sometimes acceptable” (1 point) and “always acceptable” (2 points).
Respondents who received O points in total (i.e. they answered never acceptable to
all questions) are classified in the index as answering “unacceptable”, while those

Uv-ﬁ.'l-“ ‘-'E..

et o Feb/Mar 2024 » ApeMay 2023

Since 2023, there has been in increase in the proportion of
respondents perceiving corruption to be unacceptable in 11
Member States. The highest increases are seen in Greece
(58% +11), Spain (80% +8), Bulgaria (59% +8), Latvia (50%
+6) and Croatia (45% +6).

In 15 Members States, fewer respondents were indexed as
finding corruption unacceptable with the sharpest declines
observed in Finland (60% -20), Sweden (54% -18), the
Netherlands (45% -17) and Belgium (65% -17). It should be
noted that this is predominately due to increases in the
proportions of respondents stating the practices of doing a
favour, giving gifts, and giving money to get something from
public bodies are “Sometimes acceptable”, rather than
“Never acceptable” in these countries.

B DE

2
K Qa

:’-3--"UU

who scored 1 to 3 points are classified as “tolerated” and those who scored 4 to 6
points are classified as “acceptable”. Based on this scoring system, the index shows
the percentage of respondents who find corruption “unacceptable” overall.
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4 How widespread is corruption
in different areas of society?

A majority think that the giving and taking
bribes and the abuse of power for personal gain
are widespread among political parties and
politicians.

More than half of respondents (53%, -6 percentage points)
consider these behaviours widespread among political
parties, with nearly the same proportion (50%, -6)
regarding local, regional, or national politicians in the
same light.

More than one in three think the abuse of power is
widespread amongst officials awarding public tenders
(37%, -7) or officials issuing building permits (36%, -7).

Just over three in ten (31%, -3) say this behaviour is
widespread in private companies. and just over a quarter
say the same for inspectors (health and safety,
construction, labour, food quality, sanitary control,
and licensing) (27%, -5), officials issuing business
permits (279%, -4), and the healthcare system (27%, -2).

One in four think this behaviour is widespread in banks and
financial institutions (-1), with similar proportions found
regarding the police and customs (24%, -5).

Around one in five think this way about the tax authorities
(18%, -3) or the courts (like tribunals) (18%, -2), while
more than one in ten mention the public prosecution
service (14%, -1), social security and welfare
authorities (14%, =), or the education sector (12%, -2).

The national analysis reveals that in 14 EU Member States,
respondents identify political parties as the primary
perpetrators of the giving and taking of bribes and the
abuse of power for personal gain. They additionally rank
second or third in an additional eleven countries. The highest
proportions are recorded in Spain (77%), Malta (73%), and
Greece and Slovenia (71%). Conversely, this view was
lowest in Finland and Poland (both 289%), Sweden (30%),
and Denmark (329%).

In Portugal, political parties rank equal first with politicians
at national, regional, or local level (both 69%). The
same is true Hungary (52%) and in Austria (47%).

Inspectors (health and safety, construction, labour, 57 +5

QD4. In (OUR COUNTRY), do you think that the giving and taking of bribes and the
abuse of power for personal gain are widespread among any of the following?
(MULTIPLE ANSWERS POSSIBLE) (EU27) (%)

Political parties 53 v6
Politicians at national, regional or local level 50 6
Officials awarding public tenders 37 7
Officials issuing building permits 36 ~7
Private companies 31 ¥3
Officials issuing business permits 27 v4
The healthcare system 27 2
food quality, sanitary control and licensing)

Banks and financial institutions 25 ~1
Police, customs 24 ¥5
Tax authorities 18 ¥3
The Courts (tribunals) 18 v2

Social security and welfare authorities 14 =

Public prosecution service 14 v1

The education sector 12 v2

Don'tknow 8 a3 r

None (SPONTANEOUS) 4 ~1 [

Feb/Mar 2024 e Feb/Mar 2024 e Ebs535 Apr/May 2023

In total, politicians are the most or second-most mentioned
in 17 countries, with the overall highest proportions
registered in Slovenia (73%), Portugal (69%), and Greece
(68%). In 11 countries, at least half of the respondents say
this. The lowest scores are found in Poland (25%), Denmark
(33%) and Latvia (36%).

Officials awarding public tenders rank first for
respondents in the Netherlands (49%), along with politicians
and officials issuing building permits, and second or third in
further 12 countries. They are also mentioned by at least
half of all respondents in six countries, most notably Greece
(67%), Malta (58%), and Slovenia (56%). Those surveyed
are least likely to mention this in Denmark (19%), Poland
(239%), and Romania (26%).
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5 Level of corruption over the
last three years

Four in ten respondents say the level of
corruption in their country has increased in the
past three years.

Just over four in ten (41%, -4 percentage points since 2023)
think the level of corruption in their country has increased in
the past three years, 9% (+1) think the level has decreased
and more than four in ten (43%, +2) it has stayed the same.

In ten EU Member States at least half think the level of
corruption in their country has increased in the past three
years. This view is the most widespread in Portugal (78%),
Slovenia (73%), Croatia (72%) and Malta (709%). In three EU
Member States, at least one in five think that corruption in
their country has decreased in the past three years:
Lithuania (22%), Poland (219), and Estonia (20%).

The national results for the last three waves of the survey
show consistent trends in several EU Member States. The
proportion of respondents who think the level of corruption
in their country has increased in the past three years has
continuously declined in Italy (down from 43% to 29%),
Austria (down from 39% to 32%), and Slovakia (down from
419% to 36%). Gradual increases can be observed in Portugal
(51% to 78%), Croatia (67% to 729%), Lithuania (22% to
31%), Luxembourg (22% to 299%) and Estonia (17% to
26%).

QD3. In the past three years, would you say that the level of corruption in (CUR
COUNTRY) has...? (EU27) (%)

Don't know 7
Decreased alot 2

~Increased a lot 17
Decreased a little
7

__ Increased a little
24

Stayed the same 43 |

Increased a lot =
Increased a little w4
Stayed the same a2
Decreased a little =
Decreasedalot 4l
Don't know a1

v {FebiMar 2024 - ApriMay 2025)

Feb/Mar 2024

QD3. In the past three years, would you say that the level of corruption in (OUR COUNTRY) has...?

(% - TOTAL ‘INCREASED’)

Mar/Apr2022  m Apr/May 2023  m Feb/Mar 2024

78

73
51 65 II 67
Sl
v
47
e II
FR
O

70

50 II
MT
]

a1

29 29

30
28 II 2 II
LV

66 I

Y

EU27 RO

Es
T ® 0

LU IT DK

i 56 53 51 51
sE BG EL L HU
Ly E rF_ Y r__
w L J = - -

38 38

38
38 II
0
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6 Corruption in public
institutions and business

Three quarters of Europeans think that too-
close links between business and politics lead
to corruption, while two thirds think that high-
level corruption cases are not pursued
sufficiently.

Three quarters (75%, -3 percentage points since 2023)
agree that too close links between business and
politics lead to corruption.

In every EU Member State, a more than half agree that too-
close links between business and politics in their country
lead to corruption. At least nine in ten in Greece believe this
(92%), followed by Malta (88%), and Cyprus (849%). Across
the EU there are 22 countries where at least seven in ten
think this way.

At least seven in 10 agree that there is corruption in the
national (71% -3) and local or regional institutions
(70% -3). In each case, disagreement levels are similar to
2023 (between 15 and 19%).

In 23 EU Member States, over half of respondents agree
that there is corruption in the national public institutions in
their country. Overall, there are 13 countries where at least
three quarters of respondents agree with the highest
agreement levels found in Greece (96%), Slovenia (92%),
Portugal (91% and Croatia (909%).

In all EU Member States except Luxembourg (48%), the
Netherlands (43%), Denmark (40%) and Finland (30%), at
least half of respondents agree that there is corruption in
the local or regional public institutions in their country,
although proportions vary considerably. At least nine in ten
say this is the case in Greece (969%), Portugal (92%), and
Croatia (91%).

Almost two thirds of respondents (65%, -2) agree that
high-level corruption cases are not pursued
sufficiently.

In all but three Member States (Denmark, 37% Finland, 38%
and Luxembourg, 47%) more than half agree high-level
corruption cases are not pursued sufficiently in their
country. In nine countries at least three-quarters agree, the
highest levels being in Greece (83%) and Lithuania (819%).

Over six in ten felt that bribery and the use of
connections is often the easiest way to obtain certain
public services (63% -4).

In 22 EU Member States, at least half think that bribery and
the use of connections is often the easiest way to obtain
certain public services in their country, with at least eight in
ten in Greece (89%), Croatia (85%), Portugal (84%),
Slovenia (83%) Cyprus (82%), and Bulgaria (819%) holding
this opinion. The five EU Member States where fewer than
half of the respondents agree are Finland (249%), Sweden
and Denmark (both 309%), Luxembourg (46%), and the
Netherlands (49%).

Sixty-three per cent (-3) believe that favouritism and
corruption hamper business competition.

In 22 countries, more than half think that in their country
favouritism and corruption hamper business competition. In
four countries, at least eight in ten think this way: Greece
(849%), Portugal (83%), Croatia (81%), and Malta (80%).
Fewer than half think this way in Denmark (20%), Finland
(319%), the Netherlands (40%), Germany (44%) and Sweden
(46%).
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Almost six in ten (59% -1) believe that corruption is part
of the business culture in their country.

In 18 Member States, more than half in agree that
corruption is part of the business culture in their
country, with the highest proportions in Greece (89%),
Cyprus (859%), Croatia (849%) and Portugal and Slovenia
(83%).

In four countries, fewer agree than disagree: Finland (21%
vs. 68% disagree), Denmark (24% vs. 70%), Sweden (31%
vs. 659%), and the Netherlands (36% vs. 60%).he map below
illustrates the trend since April-May 2023 and shows that
respondents in southern and some areas of eastern Europe
are generally more likely to agree that corruption is part of
the business culture in their country. Respondents in
countries in northern Europe are generally less likely to
agree.

Just over half (51% -1) agree the only way to succeed in
business is to have political connections has stayed
similar levels since 2023.

In 17 EU Member States, at least half of those surveyed
agree that the only way to succeed in business in their
country is to have political connections. At least seven in ten
think this in Croatia (79%), Cyprus (77%), Bulgaria (73%),
Hungary (72%), and Greece (70%). In four countries, a fifth
or fewer agree with the statement: Denmark (159%), Finland
(17%), the Netherlands (18%) and Sweden (20%).

QD12. Please tell whether you agree or disagree with each of the following? (EU27) (%)

Too-close links between business and politics in (OUR COUNTRY) lead to corruption

Fetivar 2024 [ T
Apehtzy 2023 I S

There is corruption in the national public institutions in (OUR COUNTRY)

Fetibiar 2024 [ TS TR
Aprivay 2023 [ S

There is corruption in the local or regional public institutions in (OUR COUNTRY)

Feb/Mar 2024 70

19 11

Apimay 2023 [ -

High-level corruption cases are not pursued sufficiently in (OUR COUNTRY)

Feovar 202 [ T
Aoeeay 2025 [ A

Bribery and the use of connections is often the easiest way to obtain certain public services in (OUR ...

Fevar 202+ [ T
rprivay 2025 [

In (OUR COUNTRY), favouritism and corruption hamper business competition

FebiMar 2024 | T
Aprivay 2023 [T -

Corruption is part of the business culture in (OUR COUNTRY)

FebiMar 2024 | T T
ApriMay 2023 [T

In (OUR COUNTRY) the only way to succeed in business is to have political connections

Fetiar 202+ IS S TR
aprimay 2023 [ T .

» Total 'Agree’ » Total "Disagree’ ®Don't know

FebiMar 2024
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7 Dealing with corruption

Europeans remain pessimistic about their
country’s efforts to effectively combat
corruption.

Fewer than four in ten (35% no change since 2023) believe
that measures against corruption are applied
impartially and without ulterior motives. Close to half
(49%, -3) disagree.

There are two Member States where more than half agree
that measures against corruption are applied impartially
and without ulterior motives in their country: Sweden (55%)
and Finland (52%). In 25 countries, fewer than half agree,
with the lowest levels seen in Bulgaria (17% vs. 71%
disagreement), Greece (20% vs. 76%), Cyprus (21% vs.
72%), Latvia (22% vs. 519%) and France (22% vs. 55%). It is
also worth noting that at least a quarter say they don’t know
in Luxembourg (35%), Estonia (31%), Latvia (27%), and
Denmark and Finland (both 25%).

Close to a third (32%, =) think that there are enough
successful prosecutions to deter people from corrupt
practices, while more than half (54%, -1) disagree.

Fewer than half of the respondents all EU Member States
think there are enough successful prosecutions in their
country to deter people from corrupt practices. There are
only three countries where respondents are more likely to
agree than disagree: Finland (48% vs. 31%), the
Netherlands (46% vs. 44% disagree) and Romania (46% vs.
42%).

Three in ten respondents (=) agree that their national
government's efforts to combat corruption are
effective. However, more than half (579%, -3) disagree.

There are only three EU Member States where more
respondents agree than disagree that their national
government’s efforts to combat corruption are effective.
However, it is still fewer than half in each country: Finland
(49% agree vs. 29% disagree), Denmark (39% vs. 36%), and
Luxembourg (38% vs. 32%).

The relative proportions are more or less balanced in Poland
(44% agree vs. 45% disagree) and Austria (43% vs. 44%).
In the remaining 22 countries, respondents are more likely
to disagree with this statement, with the highest
disagreement levels seen in Slovenia (83%) and Bulgaria
(72%).

Three in ten respondents (+1) believe there is sufficient
transparency and supervision of the financing of
political parties in their country whereas close to six in ten
(589, -3) disagree and around one in ten (12%, +2) say they
'don't know".

Finland is the only Member State where more than half
believe there is sufficient transparency and supervision of
the financing of political parties in their country (549% vs.
349% who disagree). In the remaining 26 countries only a
minority agrees, with proportions ranging from 43% in
Sweden, 41% in Poland, and 40% in Austria, to 149% in Malta
and 18% in Bulgaria and Greece. Overall, in 20 countries
more than half disagree.
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QD12. Please tell whether you agree or disagree with each of the following? (EU27) (%)

In (OUR COUNTRY) measures against corruption are applied impartially and without ulterior motives

reomvar 2024 Y S T
vorhtay 2023 I

There are enough successful prosecutions in (OUR COUNTRY) to deter people from corrupt practices

Feb/Mar 2024 32 54 14

vorvay 2023 [ S

(NATIONALITY) Government efforts to combat corruption are effective

Feb/Mar 2024 30 57 13
Apr/May 2023 30 60 10

There is sufficient transparency and supervision of the financing of political parties in (OUR COUNTRY)

reomar 2024 |
apriMay 2023 [ e

Feb/Mar 2024
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8 Personal experience of
bribery

One in ten know someone who takes or has
taken bribes.
QDS5. Do you personally know anyone who takes or has taken bribes? (EU27) (%)

Don't know 1

Across the EU, one in ten respondents (-1 percentage point Refusal {SPONTANEOUS) 1 [ Yes 10

since 2023) know someone who takes or has taken bribes.
The majority (88%, =) do not.

Whereas fewer than a third of respondents in every Member
State say they personally know someone who takes bribes,
proportions vary considerably. In six countries at least one
in five say this: Greece (32%), Malta (269%), Lithuania (23%),
and Latvia (22%). Fewer than one in ten respondents say
this in Ireland (49%), Italy (5%), Romania (6%), Poland and
Portugal (both 7%), and Denmark, Germany, and Austria No 88~/
(9% all).

Yes vl
No =
Refusal (SPONTANEOUS) =
Don't know -l

4w (FebfMar 2024 - ApriMay 2023)

Feb/Mar 2024
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9 Contact with institutions
and incidence of bribery

Europeans are most likely to have had contact
with the healthcare system than any other
institution in the last 12 months.

Respondents were asked about their contact with 15 public
or private institutions in their country over the last 12
months.

The healthcare system (58%, -5 percentage points) is the
only institution mentioned by more than half of all
respondents and contact with it has decreased since 2023.

More than four in ten (44%, -2) have had contact with
banks and financial institutions, while three in ten (33%,
-3) mention private companies and 22% (-1) mention the
education sector. These are the only institutions
mentioned by at least one in five.

March 2024

More than one in ten have had contact with tax authorities
(15%, =), social security and welfare authorities (15%,
=), or the police or customs (12%, =).

Fewer than one in ten have had contact with the other eight
institutions: politicians (7%, -1), political parties (5%, -
1), the courts (5%, =), inspectors (5%, =), officials
issuing building permits (4%, =), officials awarding
public tenders (4%, =), officials issuing business
permits (3%, =) or the public prosecution service (2%,
=),

Nearly one in five (19%, +5) say they have not had contact
with any of these institutions in their country in the past 12
months or were unsure if they had.

QD6a. Over the last 12 months, have you had any contact with any of the following
in (OUR COUNTRY)? (MULTIPLE ANSWERS POSSIBLE) (EU27) (%)

The healthcare system 58 5 _
Banks and financial institutions 44 v2 _
Private companies 30 3 _
The education sector 22 v1 _
NonefRefused 17 4 [
Tax authorities 15 = -

Social security and welfare authorities 15 = -

Police, customs 12 = [N

Politicians at national, regional or local level

Political parties

Inspectors (health and safety, construction, labour,
food quality, sanitary control and licensing)

The Courts (tribunals)

Officials awarding public tenders
Officials issuing building permits
Officials issuing business permits
Public prosecution service

Don't know

71 IR
s a1 [
s -l
s1[f
« -1
s -1
s =11
2 =1
2a1f

e Feb/Mar 2024 e Apr/May 2023

Feb/Mar 2024
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In all but one EU Member State (Ireland) the healthcare
system is the most mentioned institution, and in 26
Member States more than half have had contact with it in
the last 12 months. Proportions range from over three-
quarters in Sweden (819%), Finland (76%). Portugal and
Lithuania (both 75%) to fewer than half in Romania (42%)
and Belgium (449%).

In Ireland, respondents are most likely to have had contact
with banks and financial institutions (54%), followed by
the healthcare system (53%). In 25 EU Member States
banks and financial institutions are the second most
mentioned institutions and third in Romania. In 11 countries
at least half of all respondents have had contact with banks
and financial institutions in the last 12 months, with the
highest scores seen in Sweden (69%), Finland (67%), and
Denmark (63%). Respondents are least likely to mention this
in Romania (14%), Latvia (24%), and Bulgaria (29%).

In 20 countries, private companies are the third most
mentioned institution, most widely mentioned in Sweden
(589%), the Netherlands (52%) and Finland (519%). Those
surveyed are least likely to mention this in Romania (109%),
Bulgaria (12%), and Latvia (15%).

The education sector is the third most mentioned in eight
countries and second in Romania. Overall, respondents are
most likely to mention this in Sweden and Luxembourg (both
35%) and the Netherlands (34%) and least likely in Poland
(149%), Bulgaria, Romania Hungary, and Italy (16% all).

The tax authorities are mentioned by at least one in three
in the Netherlands (48%), Finland (43%), Sweden (41%),
and Denmark (33%).

Social security and welfare authorities are mentioned
by at least one in four in Luxembourg (26%) and France
(259).

The police and customs are mentioned by at least one in
five in Finland (31%), Sweden (26%), and Luxembourg
(22%).

Results of note for the remaining institutions include:

A There are seven countries where at least one in ten have
had contact with politicians, with the highest
proportions seen in Sweden (20%) and the Netherlands
(199%).

A At least one in ten have had contact with political
parties in Sweden (15%), Luxembourg (12%), and the
Netherlands (119%).

A In two countries, at least one in ten have had contact
with inspectors: the Netherlands and Sweden (both
12%).

A Officials awarding public tenders are only
mentioned by more than one in ten in Sweden (13%),
while the courts are mentioned by one in ten (10%) in
Croatia.
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Only a small minority of Europeans say that
someone in their country has asked/expected
them to give a gift, favour, or extra money for
his/her services in the past 12 months.

Fewer than one in ten, 7% (the same level it was in 2023),
say they have been asked or expected to give a gift, favour,
or extra money in return for services. A large majority (87%,
=) say they have not been asked or expected to do this.
Fewer than one in twenty (3%, =) spontaneously refused to
answer the question and 3% (+1) say they don’'t know.

Only a small minority of those surveyed in each EU Member
State say someone has asked them or expected them to
give a gift, favour, or extra money in exchange for services
in the past 12 months. However, at least one in five of those
that have had any contact with the various institutions have
been asked this in Belgium (23%), Bulgaria and Croatia
(both 20%). More than one in ten have also been asked in a
further five countries: Austria (13%), Greece (12%), Latvia,
Romania, and Slovenia (all 11%). At the other end of the
scale, respondents are least likely to say that they directly
experienced corruption of this type in Denmark (19%),
Finland, Portugal, Spain, and Sweden (2% all).

The most common setting to experience this is the
healthcare system. It is mentioned by 11% in Bulgaria, 10%
in Greece, 7% in Lithuania and Romania and 5% in Latvia
and Slovakia. In Slovenia, 5% of those surveyed say they
have been asked or expected to give a gift, favour, or extra
money for services in banks and financial institutions.

In 11 EU Member States, the proportion of respondents who
say they have been asked or expected to give a gift, favour
or extra money exchange for services in the past 12 months
has increased since 2023, mostly to a limited degree, with
substantial increases seen in Belgium (23%, +9) and
Slovenia (119%, +6). In contrast, the proportion has declined
in 13 countries, most notably in Romania (11%, -6) and
Austria (139%, -5), and stayed constant in Hungary (6%),
Finland (2%), and Denmark (19%).

QD6b. Thinking about these contacts in the past 12 months has anyone in (OUR
COUNTRY) asked you or expected you to give a qift, favour, or extra money for his
or her services? (MULTIPLE ANSWERS POSSIBLE) (%)

at least one of (1-15) 7 = -
The healthcare system 3 = I
Private companies 1 = I
Banks and financial institutions 1 = I
Political parties 1,

Refusal (SPONTANEQUS) 3 = [

None (SPONTANEOUS) 57 - |

Don'tknow 3 a1 '

e Feb/Mar 2024 e ApriMay 2023

Feb/Mar 2024
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10 Personal experience of
corruption

Only a small minority of Europeans have
experienced or witnessed corruption in the last

12 months.
One intwenty (5%, -1 percentage point since 2023) say they QDS. In the last 12 months have you experienced or witnessed any case of
have experienced or witnessed a case of corruption in the corruption? (MULTIPLE ANSWERS POSSIBLE) (EU27) (%)
last 12 months. Three per cent (-1) have witnessed
corruption while 2% (=) have experienced it. Yes, experienced 2 = ||

S o Yes, witnessed 3 v1 [§
While in each EU Member State only a minority of

respondents have experienced or witnessed corruption in Total 'Yes' 5 ~1 [l

the past 12 months, in five countries at least one in ten have v o4 - S
done so: Croatia (14%), Bulgaria and Greece (both 12%),

and Cyprus and Malta (both 10%). Respondents are least o Feb/Mar 2024 » ApriMay 2023

likely to report this in Portugal (19%), Sweden Romania and
Finland (3% all), and Ireland, Poland, Denmark, and
Germany (4% all).

Feb/Mar 2024
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11 Reporting of corruption

Eight in ten of those who experienced corruption
did not report it.

Among the respondents who experienced or witnessed
corruption in the last 12 months, close to one in five (18%,
+4 percentage points since 2023) say they reported the
occurrence to someone. The majority (81%, -4), however,
did not.

Among EU Member States, respondents are most likely to
report experiencing corruption in Greece (8%), Malta and
Bulgaria (both 79%), and Croatia and Hungary (both 6%).

Luxembourg is the only country where more than half (59%)
of the respondents who experienced or withessed corruption
say they reported it. In four countries, at least a third did so,
Portugal (449%), Finland (38%), the Netherlands (37%) and
Belgium (36%). Reporting corruption is least likely to be
reported in Greece and Romania (both 3%) and, Czechia
Lithuania and Slovakia (5% all).

QD10. Did you report it to anyone or not? (EU27) (%)

Refusal {SPONTANEOUS) 1—‘

Yes ~d

No w4

Refusal (SPONTANEQUS) =

a (Feb/Mar 2024 - AprfMay 2023)

Feb/Mar 2024
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12 Awareness of where to
report corruption

More than half are not aware of where to report
a case of corruption if they experience or
witness one.

All respondents were asked if they knew where to report a
case of corruption if they were to experience or witness it,
with just over four in ten (43%, -2 percentage points since
2023) saying that they do.

In 13 EU Member States at least half of the respondents
say they know where to report a case of corruption if they
witness or experience it, most notably in Malta (63%),
Slovenia (60%), and Luxembourg and Greece (both 59%).

In the other 14 countries, where fewer than half know where
to report corruption, the lowest scores are in Romania and
Belgium (both 28%), Poland (32%), Hungary (349%), Austria
(36%) and Germany (37%).

QD7. If you were to experience or witness a case of corruption, would you know
where to report it to? {(EU27) (%)

Don't know 1-
|

—Yes 43

No 56—

Yes vz
No -
Don't know =

- (FebfMar 2024 - Apr/May 2023)

Feb/Mar 2024
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13 Reasons for not reporting
corruption

Difficulty in proving anything is the main reason
Europeans think people do not report corruption.

Respondents were given a list of eight reasons why people
may decide not to report a case of corruption and were
asked to choose the three most important reasons.

The top three answers relate to doubts in the value of
reporting corruption and fear of reprisal. Over two-fifths
(439%, -4 percentage point since 2023) believe that it would
be difficult to prove anything and close to three in ten
(289%, -2) say reporting it would be pointless because
those responsible will not be punished, and there is no
protection for those who report corruption (28%, =).

In all but four of the EU Member States (Cyprus, Malta,
Portugal, and Slovenia), difficulty in proving anything is
the most mentioned reason (in Greece along with ‘reporting
it would be pointless because those responsible will not be
punished’) why people may choose not to report corruption.

This reason is most widely mentioned by respondents in
Finland (60%), Sweden (59%), and Denmark (57%) and less
likely to be mentioned in Romania (299%), Poland (319%), and
Malta (33%).

Reporting it would be pointless because those
responsible will not be punished ranks first in Greece
(49%), Slovenia (46%), Malta (44%), Cyprus (43%), and
Portugal (42%). In 18 countries it is the second or third most
important reason. Respondents are least likely to mention
this reason in Luxembourg (19%), Finland (21%), and
Poland (229%).

Lack of protection for those who report corruption is
the joint most important reason given in Malta (44%), and
the second or third-most important reason in a further 20
EU Member States. In addition to Malta, respondents are
most likely to mention this reason in the Netherlands (48%),
Portugal and Lithuania (both 389%), and Sweden (37%), with
the lowest scores registered in Finland (139%), Poland (18%),
and Austria (20%).

QD11. Below are some possible reasons why people may decide not to report a
case of corruption. Please tell me those which you think are the most important?

(MAX. 3 ANSWERS) (EU27) (%)

Difficult to prove anything 43 v4

Reporting it would be pointless because those responsible will not be punished 28 +2
There is no protection for those who report corruption 28

No one wants to betray anyone 20 v1

Do not know where to reportitto 18 +5

Those who report cases get into trouble with the police or with other authorities 18 w1
Everyone knows about these cases and no one reports them 18 v2

It is not worth the effort of reporting it 16 2

None (SPONTANEOUS) 2 ~1

Other (SPONTANEOUS) 1 =

