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Introduction

Corruption is generally recognised as the misuse of power
entrusted to individuals for personal gain. This behaviour
can intensify social inequalities, reduce trust in
governmental institutions, and weaken effective
governance and social justice. Additionally, corruption can
negatively impact governmental objectives aimed at
reducing the wealth gap and promoting environmental
sustainability.

The EU Rule of Law Report, published annually since 2020,
details the varied nature and extent of corruption across EU
Member States, highlighting the differing levels of success
in anti-corruption efforts throughout the EU. Supported by
the  anti-corruption  experience-sharing  programme
launched by the Commission in 2015, and continued as
thematic workshops under the EU Anti-Corruption Network
since 2024,! these initiatives have encouraged national
bodies to strengthen the enforcement of anti-corruption
laws and policies.

The Commission's anti-corruption efforts are centred
around the following main pillars:

1 Mainstreaming anti-corruption provisions in EU
horizontal and sectorial legislation and policy;

9 Monitoring the efforts of EU Member States in
preventing and fighting corruption;

9 Supporting the implementation of anti-corruption
measures at national level through funding,
technical assistance, and experience-sharing;

1 Improving the quantitative evidence base for anti-
corruption policy;

1 Promoting the fight against corruption globally.

This Eurobarometer survey is designed to explore the level
of corruption perceived and experienced by EU citizens. It
was first conducted in 20052 and has been
repeated in 20073, 20094 2011° 2013° 20177, 20198
2022° 2023'° and 2024

! https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/policies/justice-and-
fundamental-rights/democracy-eu-citizenship-anti-corruption/anti-
corruption/eu-network-against-corruption_en

2 https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/detail/1490

® https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/detail/636

“ https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/detail/814

° https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/detail/1010

® https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/detail/1076

This survey covers the following areas:

I General perceptions of corruption including
acceptability, its perceived extent, and the
perceived changes in incidence in recent years;

1 Detailed attitudes to corruption in public
institutions and business, and the effectiveness of
government, the judicial system, and institutions in
tackling corruption;

1 Personal experience of bribery, and the incidence of
corruption in contact with institutions;

9 Corruption at the workplace;

1 Whether corruption was reported, awareness of
where to report corruption and the level of trust in
various authorities to deal with it. Reasons for not
reporting corruption are also considered.

The findings are described at the EU level, encompassing all
27 Member States, and are broken down by country and
socio-demographic group. This year's results have been
benchmarked against those from 2024 and, when pertinent,
against data from prior surveys!2

7 https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/detail/2176

8 https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/detail/2247

9 https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/detail/2658

10 https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/detail/2968

1 https://feuropa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/detail/3217

2 As a reminder: in 2019, the United Kingdom was a member of the EU,
so any reference to the EU average from that year or earlier includes
data from the UK.
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Methodology

This survey was carried out by the Verian Group in the 27
EU Member States between the 9th of January and the 4th
of February. Some 26,354 respondents from different social
and demographic groups were interviewed in their mother
tongue. This survey was commissioned by the European
Commission, Directorate-General for Justice and
Consumers (DG JUST).

The methodology used was that of the Standard
Eurobarometer surveys carried out by the Directorate-
General for Communication (“Public Opinion & Citizens
Engagement” Unit)!3. Interviews were conducted face-to-
face, either physically in people's homes or through remote
video interaction in the appropriate national language.
Interviews with remote video interaction (“online face-to-
face” or CAVI, Computer Assisted Video Interviewing), which
were only conducted in Czechia, Denmark, Malta, and
Finland. A technical note concerning the interviews
conducted by the member institutes of the Verian network
is annexed to this report.

Throughout the report, results are compared to Special
Eurobarometer SP548 of 2024.

We would like to thank the people across the
European Union who have offered their time to
take part in this survey.

Without their active participation, this study
would not have been possible.

3The Eurobarometer methodological approaches:
https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/about/eurobarometer

Note: In this report, EU countries are referred to by their
official abbreviations, as listed below:

Belgium BE Lithuania LT
Bulgaria BG Luxembourg LU
Czechia Ccz Hungary HU
Denmark DK Malta MT
The

Germary DE Netherlands NL
Estonia EE Austria AT
Ireland IE Poland PL
Greece EL Portugal PT
Spain ES Romania RO
France FR Slovenia S|

Croatia HR Slovakia SK
Italy IT Finland FI

Ejg‘rﬂ'c of cy * Sweden SE
Latvia LV

European Union — weighted average for the

27 Member States EU27

* Cyprus as a whole is one of the 27 European Union Member
States. However, the acquis communautaire has been suspended
in the part of the country not controlled by the government of the
Republic of Cyprus. For practical reasons, only the interviews
carried out in the part of the country controlled by the government
of the Republic of Cyprus are included in the ‘CY’ category and in
the EU27 average.
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More than two thirds of Europeans (69%) still
believe corruption is widespread in their
country, a slight increase of one percentage
point since 2024.

x More than three-quarters (77%) agree that too-close
links between business and politics lead to corruption,
indicating a slight increase from the previous year's
75%. Around two-thirds (65%, +2 pp) believe that
favouritism and corruption hinder business competition.
61% (+2 pp) believe corruption is part of the business
culture in their country. Just over half (51%, unchanged)
agree that the only way to succeed in business is to have
political connections.

% More than half of Europeans (519%, -2 percentage points
since 2024) believe that corruption is widespread among
political parties, while 46% (-4 pp) say the same about
politicians at local, regional, or national levels.
Additionally, 38% (+1 pp) believe corruption is
widespread among officials awarding public tenders,
and 36% (unchanged) among those issuing building
permits.

x  Two-thirds of respondents (66%, +1 pp) agree that
bribery or the use of connections is often the easiest way
to obtain certain public services.

At least three in ten EU citizens feel
personally affected by corruption and believe
that it has increased in recent years.

x  Three in ten respondents (30%, +3 percentage points
compared to 2024) say they are personally affected by
corruption in their daily lives. More than four in ten
respondents (449%) think the level of corruption in their
country has increased in the past three years.

x Those living in Member States which joined the EU in or
after 2004 are more likely to say they are personally
affected by corruption (41%) than those in Member
States that joined before 2004 (269%). Similarly,
respondents living outside the euro area are more likely
to feel personally affected than those within it (35% vs.
27%).

The majority of EU citizens continue to find
corrupt practices unacceptable.

x A majority of Europeans (64%, +3 percentage points
since 2024) continue to view corruption as unacceptable,
reversing the decline observed in the previous year.

x Just over seven in ten EU citizens (7 1%) consider it never
acceptable to do a favour to receive something from
public administration or public services.

x Around three in four respondents (749%) believe it is
never acceptable to give gifts to public administration or
public services.

x A majority of respondents (80%) find giving money to
get something from the public administration or public
service never acceptable.

A decreasing minority believe the fight
against corruption in their country is
effective.

% More than four in ten respondents (44%, +3 percentage
points since 2024) think the level of corruption in their
country has increased in the past three years, with 18%
(+1 pp) saying it increased a lot and 26% (+2 pp) saying
it increased a little. In contrast, 40% think the level has
stayed the same.

x Ineleven EU Member States, at least half of respondents
think the level of corruption in their country has
increased.

x A growing number of respondents are pessimistic about
national efforts to combat corruption. A minority (39%,
+4 pp since 2024) think measures against corruption are
applied impartially and without ulterior motives, that
there are enough successful prosecutions in their
country to deter people from corrupt practices (36%, +4
pp), that their national government’s efforts to combat
corruption are effective (32%, +3 pp) or that there is
sufficient transparency and supervision of the financing
of political parties in their country (33%, +3 pp).

% In all but two Member States, a majority of respondents
agree that high-level corruption cases are not pursued
sufficiently in their country.

The police are the most trusted body to deal
with corruption across all Member States.

Six in ten Europeans (61%) say they most trust the police to
deal with a case of corruption. This represents an increase
of one percentage point compared to 2024. The police rank
well above the justice system (23%, unchanged), which is
the only other institution mentioned by at least one in five
respondents.

More than half of EU citizens do not report
corruption, if they experience or witness it.

% Five per cent of Europeans report having experienced or
witnessed a case of corruption in the last 12 months.
This figure remains unchanged compared to 2024.

x Among those who had contact with various services,
fewer than one in ten (8%, +1 pp) report that someone
asked for or expected a gift, favour, or extra money in
exchange for services.
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Slightly fewer than one in ten respondents (9%) say they
personally know someone who takes or has taken bribes.

A majority of respondents (55%) say they would not
know where to report a case of corruption if they were
to experience or witness one, a figure that remains
almost unchanged compared to 2024 (-1 pp). Slightly
more than four in ten (44%) say they would know where
to report it.

Despite these experiences, only one in five respondents
(20%, +2 pp) who have experienced and/or witnessed
corruption say they reported it. In contrast, close to eight
in ten (79%, -2 pp) say they did not report the case.

The difficulty in proving corruption is the main
reason for not reporting it.

X

X

In 24 EU Member States, the difficulty in proving
anything is the most mentioned reason for not reporting
corruption, although results differ widely across
countries.

Just over four in ten respondents (43%, unchanged since
2024) identify the difficulty in proving corruption cases
(43%) is an important reason for not reporting. Around
one in four (27%, -1 pp) believe that reporting would be
pointless because those responsible would not be
punished, while an equal share (27%, -1 pp) cite the lack
of protection from retaliation.
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1. How widespread is corruption?

Nearly seven in ten Europeans believe corruption is
widespread in their country.

Respondents were asked to assess how widespread they
believe corruption is in their country.*

At the EU level, close to seven in ten Europeans (69%, +1
pp) believe that corruption is widespread in their country?s,
with 23% (unchanged) considering it very widespread and
46% (+1 pp) viewing it as fairly widespread. In opposition,
around one-fourth of respondents (26%, -1 pp) perceive
corruption as rare, with 22% (unchanged) stating it is fairly
rare and 4% (-1 pp) believing it is very rare. 5% (unchanged)
of respondents answered that they "Don't know”.

Since 2017, there have been no large changes in the
proportion of respondents perceiving corruption to be
widespread in their country. Following an increase of six
percentage points between 2019 and 2022, the share of
respondents perceiving corruption as rare has remained
stable as well.

QD5: How widespread do you think the problem of corruption is in (OUR COUNTRY)? (EU27) (%)

Don't know 5‘

Total ‘Rare’ 26

Total 'Widespread' 69

Total ‘Widespread' al
Tatal ‘Rare’
There is na carruption in (OUR COUNTRY)

(SPONTANEQUS)
Don't know

> (Jan/Feb 2025 - Feb/Mar 2024)

aniFeb 2025

Qb5 How widespread do you think the problem of corruption is in (OUR COUNTRY)?
(% - EU)
100
90
80
71 70 i
068 68 68 €9 Total 'Widespread'
60
50
40
i, 28 27
30 25 26 26 1otal 'Rare’
o 2 —
20
. Don't know
106 7 yy s
]
0
QOct. 2017 Dec. 2019 Mar /Apr. 2022 Apr./May. 2023 Feb/Mar. 2024 Jan/Feb. 2025

4 QDS. How widespread do you think the problem of corruption is in (OUR
COUNTRY)?

15 Before answering whether corruption is widespread in their country,
respondents were given a definition of corruption: “From now on, when we

mention corruption, we mean it in a broad sense, including offering, giving,
requesting and accepting bribes or kickbacks, valuable gifts or important
favours, as well as any abuse of power for private gain”. They were also
requested to base their answers on their own experience.



Special Eurobarometer 561
Citizens’ attitudes towards corruption in 2025

At the national level, Greece stands out with 97% Overall, more than half of respondents in 24 EU Member
considering corruption to be widespread, followed by Croatia States believe that corruption is widespread in their country.
(92%) and Portugal (91%). On the other hand, Finland (219%) In two Member States a majority of respondents perceive
and Denmark (28%) have the lowest total percentages of corruption as rare: Denmark (71% vs 28% widespread) and
respondents perceiving corruption as widespread. Finland (74% vs 21% widespread).

QDS5: How widespread do you think the problem of corruption is in (OUR COUNTRY)? (%)

3 B Z
15
| ! i

2

HU RO EUZ27 FR
‘ .l- AR
'533 20 08000
e Y T Stelctant
JaniFeb 2025 BN Total ‘Widespread” — HEEE Total Rare' There is no corruption in (QUR COUNTRY) (SPONTANEOUS) ~ EEEE Don't know

Since 2024, more respondents in 12 EU Member States
believe that corruption is widespread in their country. The
largest increases were in Luxembourg, where 52% of
respondents now think corruption is widespread (+9 pp), and
in Ireland, where 63% of respondents share this view (+6
pp).

Proportions of respondents finding corruption widespread in
their country decreased in 13 Member States, most notably
in Malta (839%, -12 pp) and Slovenia (86%, -9 pp).

QD5: How widespread do you think the problem of corruption is in (OUR COUNTRY)? (%)

EU27 WU IE AT LWV PL DK SE HU SK HR RO (¥ DE ES FR EE LT 2 BG PT BE SI MT

U+ TSPl 0-0ET()Sepvede)

Janffeb2025 68 52 63 22 8 80 58 56 55 28 51 8 V8 S2 75 S0 52 97 89 68 48 80 Vs 80 S1 59 8 83

=

Total 'Widespread'

AFeb/Mar 2024 a1 4G AF 44 a4 a4 a3 a3 a3 4 a2 al al = = w1 vl vl w1 w2 w3 w3 w4 w5 w5 w7 w§ w12

Jan/Feb 2025 26 3 30 73 14 10 29 43 37 71 48 9 18 8 22 8 38 2 9 25 3 14 19 11 4 38 3§ 9
Tatal ‘Rare’

AFeb/Mar2024 w1 w12 w3 w3 w3 w4 w§5 w3 w4 w] w2 w] 42 4] a2 a5 w] a] a3 4] 43 4] a3 42 48 a5 af

There is no corruption in Jan/Feb 2025 0 0 0 0 o 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 o] 0 0 0 0 0 0o 0 1 a 2 1 0 1 0 1

(DUR COUNTRY) (SPONTANEOUS) A Feb/Mar 2024 = _ - - - = al = = = - - _

Jan/Feb 2025 5 12 7 5 4 10 11 1 8 1 1 2 4 0 3 2 10 1 2 7 14 &6 4 8 5 2 5 7
Don't know

AFebiMar2024 = a3 w3 wl wl = a2 = al ¥l = ¥3 vl v2 w4 a2 = v) a) a) = a]l a]l a3 vl a4 a5

Jan/Feb 2025
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The socio-demographic analysis shows that the majority of
respondents in each group (nearly 60% for all groups) think
that corruption in their country is widespread. However, this
belief is more widely held in some groups than others:

1

Men (69%) are only slightly more likely to think that
corruption is widespread than women (689%).

Older respondents are overall more likely to think
that corruption is widespread. At least seven in ten
(71%) of those aged 40 and older think this way,
compared to close to two thirds (67%) of those
aged 25-39 and just over six in ten (61%) of those
aged 15-24.

Respondents who have experienced or witnessed
corruption are more likely to think it is widespread
(90% and 85% respectively) than those who have
not (68%).

Similarly, respondents who know someone who
takes bribes are more likely to think corruption is
widespread in their country than those who report
not knowing anyone who does this (87% vs 67%).

QD5 How widespread do you think the problem of corruption is in (OUR

COUNTRY)?
(% - EU)
el
S K 2
= [
= _ -
= [ S
T © 8
°
'_
EU27 69 26
Man 27
Woman 68 25
15- 24 29 10
25-39 67 27 6
40-54 71 25 4
55+ 70 25 5
Education (End of)
6
16-19 72 22 6
20+ 63 33 4
Still Studying 57 32 10

Socio-professional category

Self-employed 3
Managers 63 33 4
Other white collars 69 26 5
Manual workers 73 22 5
House persons 79 15 6
Unemployed 75 18 7
Retired 68 26 6
Students 59 30 10
Most of the time 15

From time to time 73 22 5
Almost never / Never 65 29 6

Experienced or witnessed corruption

Yes, experienced

Yes, witnessed 85 15 O
No 68 26

You know someone who takes bribes
Yes 87 12 1

No 67 27 6
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2. Level of corruption in daily life

A large majority of EuroPeans do not know anyone QD8: Do you personally know anyone who takes or has taken bribes? (EU27) (%)
who takes or has taken bribes.

Refusal (SPONTANEOUS) 1

Respondents were asked whether they personally know [Yes?

someone who takes or has taken bribes.!®

At the EU level, around one in ten respondents (9%, -1 pp)
report knowing someone who takes or has taken bribes. A
large majority of 90% (+2 pp) report not knowing anyone,
while the percentage of respondents who refused to answer
remained unchanged at 1%.

At the country level, the analysis of the survey results
provides a more granular view of the responses. While in
each EU Member State at least seven in ten respondents
report not knowing anyone, countries with the highest
shares of respondents answering “Yes” are Greece (309%),
Malta (23%), Latvia and Slovakia (both 20%). Conversely,
countries with the highest percentage scores for not
knowing anyone who has taken bribes include Ireland (969%),
Poland (96%), Italy (95%), Portugal (949%), and Spain (92%),
while Greece (70%) and Malta (749%) as well as Slovakia,

Lithuania and Croatia (each 789%) have the lowest shares in Yes -1
No a2

that Category. Refusal (SPONTANEQUS) =
Don't know -1

4 (Jan/Feb 2025 - Feb/Mar 2024)

Jan/Feb 2025

0D8: Do you personally know anyone who takes or has taken bribes? - Yes (EU27) (%)

Vo€ 0wl
oR
EEEEEEEEEEEEEE
-
o«

dOTCE OO

(O s 11 S
& EE 11 4
() 10
= AT 9 ' L]
& pK 9
@ Eu27 9
- H 8
® OF 8
T B 7
() RO 7
Q °T 5
T s
O E 3
- FL 3

JanfFeb 2025

16 QD8. Do you personally know anyone who takes or has taken bribes?
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At the country level, there are changes compared to 2024:
The share of respondents who report knowing someone who
takes or has taken bribes decreased in 17 countries, most
notably in Czechia (13%, -5 pp), Lithuania (18%, -5 pp) and
Slovenia (14%, -5 pp). While increases were recorded in
seven countries, none of these increases exceed four

percent.

QD8: Do you personally know anyone who takes or has taken bribes? (%)

Additionally, there are 18 countries in which the proportion
answering “No” increased and five countries in which it
decreased. The largest increase occurred in Czechia (85%,

+5 pp), the largest decrease in Romania (88%, -5 pp).

EU27 SE SK HR W CY F RO AT DK IT BE EE I[E BG DE EL HU LV NL PT FR MT ES PL CZ LT SI
i o - 4 n i A -
JaniFeb 2025 8 18 20 19 15 19 13 7 9 9 5 11 11 3 12 8 30 8 20 13 5 10 23 7 3 13 18 14
Yes
AFeb/Mar 2024 w1 a4 a4 a2 a) a] a] a] = = = ¥l ¥l w1 2 w2 w2 w3 w2 w2 w2 w3 w3 w4 w4 w5 ¥5 ~¥§
JanfFeb2025 S50 82 78 78 85 81 8 88 8 91 95 8 8 96 83 S0 70 91 79 87 94 90 74 92 9% 8 78 85
No
AFeb/Mar2024 a2 w4 %3 = w1 = %] w5 a] = a] al al al a3 a2 a3 a2 a2 &) a] a3 = a3 a3 a5 a4 a4
Jan/Feb 2025 1 9] 1 2 ) 0 0 3 2 0 0 0 1 0 2 1 [4] ) 9] 0 1 0 1 1 1 1 3 0
Refusal (SPONTANEOUS)
AFeb/Mar2024 = = ¥1 %2 w1 = = a2 ¥] = ¥l = = = ¥l ¥l ¥l ¥l %] = a] = a] a] al ¥l al =
Jan/Feb 2025 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 2 1 ) 0 0 2 1 3 1 4] 1 1 0 0 0 2 0 9] 1 1 1
Don't know
A Feb/Mar 2024 w1 = = = = ]l - a) - = = = = = = al = Al a] - - - a2 = - al = al

JanfFeb 2025
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An ana[ysis of the socio-demographic data reveals the QD8 Do you personally know anyone who takes or has taken bribes?
% - EU
following notable differences: vorEY &
2
T Men are more likely than women to personally g .
know someone who takes or has taken bribes (11% " g e
4 ] =
vs 7%). > z g <
I Among socio-professional groups, the self- g c
employed are most likely to personally know §
someone (15%), especially compared to students
(6%) EU27 9 90 1 0
ol Gender
9 Furthermore, respondents who have difficulties Mman 11 88 1 0
Woman 7 91 1 1

paying their bills most of the time are more likely
to know someone who takes or has taken bribes

15-24 7 92 0 1

than those who rarely or never face such 25-39 8 91 0 1
P . 40-54 9 90 1 0
difficulties (18% vs 8%). cep 0 89 . o
15- 7 92 0 1

16-19 9 90 1 0

20+ 11 88 1 0

Still Studying 5 94 0 1

Self-employed 15 83 2 0

Managers 10 88 1 1

Other white collars 7 92 1 0

Manual workers 9 90 1 0

House persons 8 90 1 1

Unemployed 10 89 0 1

Retired 9 89 1 1

Students 6 94 0 0

Most of the time 18 80 1 1

From time to time 9 89 1 1

Almost never / Never 8 91 1 0

Experienced or witnessed corruption
Yes, experienced 64 34 2 0
Yes, witnessed 56 42 2 0

No 7 93 0 0
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Further, respondents were asked whether they feel
personally affected by corruption in their daily lives.!” Three
in ten (30%, + 3 pp) respondent say that they are personally
affected, including 9% (+1 pp) who totally agree and 21%
(+2 pp) who tend to agree. However, a majority of 64% (-2
pp) report not feeling affected, including 22% (+1 pp) who
tend to disagree and 42% (-3 pp) who totally disagree. 6%
say that they “Don’t know”.

There is a wide variation between countries of those who
say they are personally affected by corruption: While at
least six in ten respondents feel personally affected in
Greece (66%), Portugal (649%), Croatia (61%), Cyprus and
Romania (both 60%), fewer than one in ten respondents
feels affected in Denmark (4%), France (8%) and Finland
(9%). When considering only the answer option 'Totally
agree', the countries with the highest percentages are
Greece (28%), Croatia (28%), and Malta (279%). In contrast,
Denmark (19%) and Finland (1%) have the lowest scores for
this answer option.

QD15a4: Please tell whether you agree or disagree with each of the following? - You are personally
affected by corruption in your daily life (EU27) (%)

Don't know 6‘ ’r'lutally agree 9

—Tend to agree 21

Totally disagree 42

L Tend to disagree 22

al
-2
-l
3
vl

Totally agree
Tend to agree
Tend ta disagree
Totally disagree
Don't know

¥ (JanfFeb 2025 - Feb/Mar 2024)

aniFeb 2025

QD15a.4: Please tell whether you agree or disagree with each of the following? - You are personally affected by corruption in your daily life (%)

11

100

BG

EL PT HR CY RO
EQT -0
— e

JanfFeb 2025

I Total 'Agree’ |

17.QD15a4. Please tell whether you agree or disagree with each of the
following? You are personally affected by corruption in your daily life

EU27 AT

Cwlow-0®-ay(e=(a

2

- +0e

DK
‘-“
vy w w

Total 'Disagree’ EEE Don't know




Special Eurobarometer 561
Citizens’ attitudes towards corruption in 2025

Compared to 2024, in 16 countries, respondents are now
more likely to say they are personally affected by
corruption, with the double-digit increases seen in Austria
(28%, +11 percentage points) and Italy (41%, +10 pp). The
proportion of respondents saying this decreased in seven EU
Member States, most notably in Slovenia (33%, -11 pp).

QD15a.4: Please tell whether you agree or disagree with each of the following? - You are personally affected by corruption in your daily life (%)

EUZ27 AT IT RO HU ES NL IE CZ EE EL H PT DE LW PL HR BG DK LV SE BE CY LT MI SK FR Sl
P - e = - L Al A& /B d
JanfFeb 2025 30 28 41 60 32 51 11 23 24 25 66 9 64 13 10 47 61 32 4 20 12 18 &0 23 52 31 8 33
Total 'Agree’
A Feb/Mar 2024 a3 al]l 410 49 48 40 46 45 44 aq A3 a3 AT A2 42 A2 a] = = = = ¥L vl w1 ¥4 w4 w5 wll
JanfFeb 2025 64 B9 55 33 B4 43 B5 65 68 65 33 B 26 78 84 45 34 57 94 70 8 79 34 69 40 61 87 61
Total 'Disagree’
AFebMar2024 v2 w8 w8 ¥7 w10 Y1 ¥7 Y8 Y3 ¥3 ¥3 vl v4 v4 a2 Y1 Y1 a4 a3 a3 = al = ¥2 = A5 a7 a7
JanfFeb 2025 & 3 4 7 4 6 4 12 8 10 1 4 10 9 & 8 5 11 2 10 3 3 & 8 8 8 5 6
Don't know
AFebMarz024 w1 w3 w2 w2 a2 ¥5 al a3 ¥l ¥l = ¥2 al a2 ¥4 ¥l = ¥4 ¥3 w3 = = al a3 ad ¥5 ¥2 ad

JanfFeb 2025
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The socio-demographic analysis highlights the following

differences:

1

Respondents aged 25-54 (33%-34%) are more
likely to say they are personally affected by
corruption, compared to those aged 15-24 (29%)
and those aged 55 and up (26%).

More than three in ten respondents who finished
their education aged 15 or younger (33%) and
aged 16 to 19 (32%) say they are personally
affected by corruption, compared to 27% of those
who left school aged 20 and up.

At close to four in ten (38%), the self-employed felt
the most affected by corruption compared to other
socio-professional groups, especially the retired
(22%).

Those who experience difficulties paying their bills
most of the time or from time to time are more
likely to say they are affected than those who
never or almost never experience such difficulties
(449% vs 36% vs 25%).

QD15a.4 Please tell whether you agree or disagree with each of the following?
You are personally affected by corruption in your daily life

(% - EV)
» 'g
%] X
2 5 =
= < o
P 5 e
2
EU27 30 64 6
Man
Woman 29 64
15- 24 8
25-39 33 61 6
40-54 34 62 4
55+ 26 67 7
Education (End of)
8
16-19 32 62 6
20+ 27 69 4
Still Studying 22 68 10
Socio-professional category
Self-employed 4
Managers 26 70 4
Other white collars 35 59 6
Manual workers 35 60 5
House persons 32 58 10
Unemployed 32 61 7
Retired 22 71 7
Students 26 65 9

Difficulties paying bills

Most of the time
From time to time 36 58 6
Almost never / Never 25 69 6

Experienced or witnessed corruption

Yes, experienced

Yes, witnessed 49 50 1
No 28 66

You know someone who takes bribes
Yes 43 55

No 28 66 6
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3. Acceptability of corruption

Most respondents across the European Union find
corrupt practices like doing favours, giving gifts, or
giving money to public administration increasingly
unacceptable, with a notable decrease in
acceptability since 2024.

This section presents an analysis of the extent to which
respondents across the European Union find it acceptable to
engage in corrupt practices, such as giving money, gifts, or
doing favours when they want something from a public
administration or a public service.

When it comes to doing a favour'® to receive something
from public administration or public services, just over seven
in ten Europeans (71%, +6 pp) consider it never acceptable,
whereas 28% (-5 pp) find it acceptable. Among the latter,
23% consider this practice sometimes acceptable (-2 pp),
and 5% (-3 pp) believe it is always acceptable.

Regarding the acceptability of giving gifts to public
administration or public services, the EU level data shows
that a majority of around three in four respondents (74%,
+6 pp) find it never acceptable. On the other hand, one
quarter of respondents (-5 pp) believe it is acceptable to
give a gift. Of these, 5% (-1 pp) think it is always acceptable
and 20% (-4 pp) consider it acceptable sometimes.

Regarding giving money to get something from the public
administration or public service, a majority of respondents
find this practice never acceptable (80%, +3 pp). Conversely,
15% (-2 pp) consider it sometimes acceptable, and 4%
(unchanged) find it always acceptable. Overall, around one
in five respondents (19%, -2 pp) find giving money
acceptable (either always or sometimes).

Following an increase in the acceptability of doing a favour,
giving a gift or giving money to obtain something from the
public administration or public service between 2023 and
2024, these levels have now decreased for all three
practices.

The results for these three bribery practices are analysed at
country level below.

QD4: Talking more generally, if you wanted to get something from the public administration or a
public service, to what extent do you think it is acceptable to do any of the following? (%)

To do a favour

Jan/Feb 2025

A Feb/Mar 2024

S
|| || ||

To give a qift

Jan/Feb 2025

A Feb/Mar 2024

To give money

Jan/Feb 2025

A Feb/Mar 2024

I Always acceptable

18 QD4 Talking more generally, if you wanted to get something from the
public administration or a public service, to what extent do you think it is

Sometimes acceptable

I Never acceptable Il Don't know

acceptable to do any of the following? 1. To give money 2. To give a gift
3. To do a favour
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Doing a favour

At least six in ten respondents in Slovakia (67%) and
Hungary (60%) and at least half in Czechia (55%) and
Croatia (50%) believe it is acceptable to do a favour in
exchange for a service from the public administration or
public service. In the other 23 Member States, a minority
consider this behaviour acceptable, with Portugal (119%),
Spain (16%), and Malta (17%) showing the lowest
acceptability for such practices.

QD4.3: Talking more generally, if you wanted to get something from the public administration ar a public service, to what extent do you think it is acceptable to do

any of the fo owmg? To do afavour (%
100 1 1
60
40
10
UIIHH-I.IHﬂﬂnnﬂﬂn-l-ﬂnn-n-_-_

20

NL EE EUZ27 FI DE LU MT PT
@-b&v 0 ﬂﬂuv.Q'l-t-#:v" NE L
JaniFet 2025 B Always acceptable Sometimes acceptable  WEEE Never acceptable  EEEE Don't know
In 21 EU Member States, respondents are now less likely to The most notable changes occurred in Portugal (10%, -13
think that doing a favour is always acceptable than they pp), Belgium (24%, -7 pp), and Sweden (20%, -6 pp). The
were in 2024. For instance, Czechia experienced a decrease largest increase in acceptance occurred in Slovakia
of nine percentage points, and in Luxembourg agreement (sometimes acceptable: 53%, +12 pp).

decreased by eight percentage points. Moreover, in 11
countries, respondents believe less that doing a favour in
exchange for a service from the public administration or
public service is sometimes acceptable.

QD4.3: Talking more generally, if you wanted to get something from the public administration or a public service, to what extent do you think it is acceptable to do
any of the following? - To do a favour (%)

EU27 PT BE SE CZ NL RO DE F EE FR LW ¥ PL S IE ES HR EL IT LT MT CY DK BG SK AT HU
@V SwI0®¢+EANTSeww)ETE00O® ) W O

JanfFeb 2025 5 1 El & 10 10 7 4 4 [ 3 5 7 S 7 3 4 13 6 5 [ 2 5 5 4 14 9 18
Always acceptable
AFebMar2024 %3 w1 w5 w7 w9 w5 vl w4 w7 w2 w5 w8 w2 - w6 w2 w2 w3 a]l wl al w2 w3 wl = wG§ a3 a4

JanfFeb 2025 23 10 24 20 45 28 31 22 23 23 19 20 34 20 20 16 12 37 29 26 24 15 25 16 37 53 26 42
Sometimes acceptable
A Feb/Mar 2024 w2 w13 w7 w5 ¥l w3 wf w5 w2 w5 w2 a7 a3 w5 a2 = = a4 = a2 = a7 aff a3 a7 a]? a4 af

JanfFeb2025 71 89 66 72 42 61 61 72 70 €7 77 75 55 73 72 78 83 49 65 €9 68 82 68 78 56 32 64 39
Never acceptable
A Feb/Mar 2024 46 4lf «14 414 ]2 al2 «]]1 410 410 49 47 47 4f 4 «p a3 47 a] = = = = vl w1l w3 w4 wg v10

JanfFeb 2025 1 o] 1 2 3 1 1 2 3 4 1 o 4 2 1 3 1 1 0 0 2 1 2 1 3 1 1 1
Don't know
AFeb/Mar2024 w1 +2 w2 w1l ¥2 %3 w4 ¥l w1l w2 = w1l w7 wl w2 ¥l = w2 w1l ¥l w1l = w2 w1 ¥4 w2 w1 =

Jan/Feb 2025
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Giving a gift

In three EU Member States, more than half of respondents
think it is acceptable to give a gift to get something from
the public administration or public service: Hungary (56%),
Czechia (55%), and Croatia (52%).

In Austria (129%), Croatia and Hungary (both 109%), at least
one in ten respondents think this behaviour is always
acceptable. Respondents are least likely to find this
behaviour acceptable in Portugal (10%), France (11%) and
Spain (149%).

QD4.2: Talking more generally, if you wanted to get something from the public administration ar a public service, to what extent do you think it is acceptable to do
any of the following? - To give a gift (%)

100

1 3 1 3 1 1 1 2 1 3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 1
&0
47
57
62
. 72 72 74 74 75
60 77 Q78
88
40

u z EL AT B

H C, HR LV RO SK G LT EE NL Sl IT PL SE BE EUZ27 CY DE IE FI LU MT DK ES FR PT
— = ( e g ST 90 PO® -2 O)E&ECDPTCTO0O
cwviZlsOvETveoaT o)’ < A

JarFeb 2095 B Always acceptable Sometimes acceptable I Never acceptable EEE Don't know

Compared to the last wave in 2024, acceptance levels for
giving a gift decreased in 15 Member States, including
decreases of more than ten percentage points in Romania
(43%, -12 pp), Portugal (10%, -11 pp) and Germany (24%,
-11 pp). An increase of ten percentage points was observed
in Hungary (56%, +10 pp). Romania saw the highest
increase in those who never find giving a gift acceptable
(56%, +15 pp) compared to 2024, followed by Germany
(75%, +13 pp) and Portugal (90%, +13 pp).

QD4.2: Talking more generally, if you wanted to get something from the public administration or a public service, to what extent do you think it is acceptable to do
any of the following? - To give a gift (%)

EU27 RO DE PT BE NL CZ F EE FR LU SE CY SK BG PL SI IE ES HR LV IT MT AT DK LT EL
ORIV v+ ST T veeww)TTSOPITFE®E

JaniFeb 2025 5 7 4 1 7 7 9 3 6 2 1 5 5 3] 3 5 3] 3 3 10 8 S 3 12 2 4 8 10

=
[

Always acceptable
AFebMar2024 1 ¥9 w1 = 3 w1 ~5 2 ¥l ~1 ¥9 w4 = w5 = w3 w5 w2 = w2 a] a]l = a5 = = al a]

JanfFeb 2025 20 36 20 9 18 23 46 17 27 9 17 22 19 36 33 22 24 18 1l 42 41 22 15 25 14 31 33 46
Sometimes acceptable

hFebMar2024 ¥4 ¥3 w10 vll v7 ¥7 ¥5 ¥4 ¥5 6 a2 = ¥§ a3 al = a3 a2 = a4 af = v2 a3 a3 a3 a9

Janifeb 2025 74 56 75 90 74 69 42 78 64 88 8l V2 75 57 62 72 69 77 85 47 48 72 8l &2 83 64 58 43
Never acceptable
AFeb/Mar 2024 af alS al3 al3 al? all a3 af a7 a7 a7 af a5 a4 a3 a3 a3 a]l = = = w1 w1 w2 w2 w2 w3 wg

JaniFeh 2025 1 1 1 0 1 1 3 2 3 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 2 1 1 3 1 1 1 1 1 0o 1
Don't know
AFebMar 2024 w1 *3 w2 w2 w) w3 a] w2 w] = = 2 w2 ¥} w4 w1 w1 w1 = w2 ¥} = Al w1l w1 w1 w1 ~]

Jan/Feb 2025
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Giving money

Across the EU, more than one in three respondents in four
countries think it is acceptable to give money if they want
something from the public administration or public service:
the Netherlands (47%) as well as Czechia, Romania and
Denmark (32% each).

In three countries, the proportion of respondents finding
giving money to get something from the public
administration or public service acceptable is particularly
low. Fewer than one in ten respondents in Portugal (2%),
Spain and France (both 9%) find this practice acceptable. In
contrast, the highest shares that think giving money is
always acceptable are observed in Austria (11%) and the
Netherlands, Belgium and Slovenia (all at 7%).

QD4.1: Talking more generaﬂy if you wanted to get something from the public administration or a public service, to what extent do you think it is acceptable to do

any of the fo owmg? To g\ve money (%)

-

o
o

=)
a

IS

N L CZ AT LV DE

DK BE

JaniFeb 2025 BN Always acceptable

Compared to 2024, the shares of respondents who think
that giving money is acceptable decreased in 15 Member
States, most notably in Estonia (18%, -11 pp) and Czechia
(32%, -9 pp). It is noteworthy that this proportion increased
by 11 percentage points in Denmark (32%).

QD4.1: Talking more generally, if you wanted to get something from the public administration or a public service, to what extent do you think it is acceptable to do

any of the following? - To give maoney (%)

. 1 3 1 1 3 1 2 1 2 2
50 R s
’ 77

a7 88
20
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Sometimes acceptable

1 1

FI EUZ27 BG MT

BN Never acceptable EEE Don't know

EU27 EE CZ F LU PT SE BE HR SI CY FR LV SK MT DE RO BG ES HU PL LT IE NL EL IT AT DK
-_ Y - " - - - 4
Jan/Feb 2025 4 4 5 3 2 0 4 7 6 7 4 1 5 3 1 4 6 2 3 6 6 2 3 7 6 5 11 3
Always acceptable
LFebMar2024 = w4 w1l w3 w7 ¥l w4 = ¥l w5 ¥l w2 ¥l w2 w3 w] w4 a] = a]l a3 = = ¥4 a2 a3 a9 ¥l
JaniFeh 2025 15 14 27 17 11 2 22 20 18 16 14 8 20 21 11 20 26 16 6 23 12 21 11 40 18 10 14 29
Sometimes acceptable
AFebMar2024 w2 w7 w8 w5 = w5 w4 w6 ¥3 al v2 w3 a2 = = w1 a4 a]l ¥l ¥l w2 a]l a2 a7 a] = w3 a]2
lanfFeb2025 80 80 66 77 87 98 72 72 75 V6 8l 90 71 73 88 75 67 80 90 70 82 V6 84 52 76 8 74 &7
Never acceptable
A Feb/Mar 2024 a3 al3 al? a9 a3 af af af a7 af a5 a5 a5 a5 a4 a3 a? a] a] a] al = ¥l ¥l ¥2 w2 w5 ¥10
JanfFeb 2025 1 2 2 3 0 0 2 1 1 1 1 1 4 3 0 1 1 2 1 1 o] 1 2 1 0 0 1 1
Don't know
AFebMar2024 w1 w2 w3 w] w) w3 w] w2 w3 w2 ¥} = 6 ¥3 w1l w1l w2 w3 = ¥l ¥2 w1 ~1 w2 w1 ¥1 w1 ~1
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Overall acceptability

Based on the answer to each of the three questions above,
a “tolerance index to corruption” is calculated*®, categorising
respondents according to whether they regard corruption as
‘acceptable’, ‘tolerated’ or ‘unacceptable’.

At the EU level, more than six in ten (64%, +3 pp) find
corruption unacceptable. In 20 EU Member States, at least
half of respondents share this view, with the highest
proportions observed in Portugal (88%), Spain (81%), and
France (76%), where more than three in four respondents
hold this opinion. The unacceptance shares are lowest in
Slovakia (32%), Hungary (34%), and Croatia (42%).

Across the European Union, fewer than one in ten
respondents (6%, -3 pp) find corruption acceptable, while
three in ten respondents consider it tolerated (30%,
unchanged). In 2025, fewer people in 16 EU countries think
corruption is unacceptable compared to 2024. The highest
drops were recorded in Denmark (57%, -16 pp) and Hungary
(349%, -10 pp). In contrast, respondents in Portugal show a
notable increase in finding bribery to get something from

QDA4T; Tolerance index to carruption (%)

I I
67
70
73 76
88

E-Hﬂ-nﬂ
SK cz HR LV NL RO BG AT EL DK L

QDA4T: Tolerance index to corruption (%)

SE

Unacceptable 64 =« 3

Tolerated 30 =

Acceptable 6 ~3

= jan/Feb 2025 WM A Feb/Mar 2024

the public administration or public service unacceptable
(88%, +14 pp).Several countries also exhibited notable
changes in the proportion of respondents who perceive
corruption as acceptable. The largest increase was observed
in Austria (13%, +8 pp), while the largest decrease occurred
in Czechia (119%, -7 pp), Romania (119%, -7 pp), Sweden (6%,
-7 pp) and Luxembourg (4%, -7 pp).

In terms of tolerance towards corruption, Denmark saw the
biggest rise since 2024 (39%, +18 pp), while the highest
drop was recorded in Portugal (119%, -13 pp).
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QD4T: Tolerance index to corruption (%)
EU27 PT (CZ RO BE Fl FR DE EE SE LU ES IE NL PL CY m HR LT MT SI EL AT BG LV SK HU DK
. - i - - -yl
Janffeb2025 6 1 11 1l 1 5 2 5 & & 4 3 3 11 8 5 7 13 6 2 8 9 13 4 8 11 15 4
Acceptable
AFebMar2024 w3 w1 w7 w7 w4 v6 w4 w3 w3 w7 ¥7 wi w2 w7 w1 w3 a2 4l ¥3 w6 a2 48 al 3 a4 w2
JaniFeb 2025 30 11 52 41 31 28 22 33 34 34 26 16 24 45 27 29 28 45 37 24 31 37 33 43 47 57 51 39
Tolerated
A Feb/Mar 2024 wl3 w2 w2 w4 w]l w3 w3 w3 a]l a2 a]l a3 af a? a5 a3 a2 af a9 a2l w3 a5 af a5 af al8
JaniFeb 2025 64 BB 37 48 53 67 76 62 60 60 70 Bl 73 44 65 B6 65 42 57 74 Bl 54 5S4 S35 44 32 34 57

Unacceptable

AFebMar 2024 a3 ald a9 40 af a7 a7 ab

19 The index is calculated based on the answers given to QD4.1,2 and 3.
Points are attributed depending on the answers to those three questions:
“never acceptable” (0 points), “sometimes acceptable” (1 point) and
“always acceptable” (2 points). Respondents who received O points in total
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a5 al ¥l wl w1 2 -3 w3 -5 i
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are classified in the index as answering “unacceptable”, while those who
scored 1 to 3 points are classified as “tolerated” and those who scored 4
to 6 points are classified as “acceptable”.
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The socio-demographic analysis of the tolerance index to
corruption shows the following:

1 Men (63%) and women (64%) both find corruption
unacceptable in a similar manner.

9 Overall, older respondents, especially those aged
55 and over, are more likely to find corruption
unacceptable (67%) than younger respondents
aged 15-24 (56%).
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